IN THE CLAIMS 


Please cancel claim 10. 
Please add claims 20 and 21 . 

Please amend the claims to read as indicated herein. 

1. (Currently amended) A connecting device adapt e d for providing an optical 
connection between an apparatus compris i ng having a plurality of apparatus ports for 
receiving and/or sending optical signals, and at l e ast on e optica l fib e r b ei ng coup l ed to a 
connector, the connecting device compr i s e s comprising: 

a support plate supporting at l e ast two a plurality of adapters, wherein each of said 
plurality of adapters oompris e s includes an adapter contact adapt e d for 
providing a connection with one of the said plurality o f apparatus ports^ and a 
connector contact adapt e d for providing a connection with th esaid connector; 
and 

a locking device for maintaining a fixed position between said plurality of adapters 
and said plurality of ports, wherein said support plate includes a member that 
interfaces with said locking device to activate said locking device . 

2. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein 
thesaid support plate provides a grip for substantially concurrently contacting all of 
fesaid plurality of adapters with tbe-respective apparatus ports of said plurality of ports 
to be contacted. 

3. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein 
toe s a id adapter contacts and th e apparatus said plurality of ports ar e adapt e d for 
prov i d i ng provide a plug connection. 
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4. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein 
thesaid connector contacts and thesaid connectors ar e adapt e d for prov i d i ng provide a 
connection selected from the group consisting of: a plug connection art€t/of, a_screw 
connection , and a combination thereof . 

5. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein: 
tbesajd support plate supports at l e ast two said plurality of adapters, and 

all of said plurality of adapters of thesaid support plate are arranged in a 
straight line. 

6. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wh e r ei n 
further comprising a grip provided by two opposing end portions of tfre said support plate 
provid e th e grip . 

7. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 46, wherein 
tbesaid end portions and th esaid at least two adapters are arranged in a straight line. 

8. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein: 
tb esaid adapter contacts of at l e ast two said plurality of adapters are adapted for 

tfrea port type selected from the group consisting of: the same apparatus port 
type, and/or the adaptor contacts of at l e ast two adapters ar o adapt e d for 
different apparatus port types, and/o f a combination thereof, and 
tbesaid connector contacts of at l e ast two said plurality of adapters are adapted for 
a connector type selected from the group consisting of: the same connector 
type, and/or th e conn e ctor contacts of at l e ast two adapt e rs ar e adapt e d for 
different connector types , and a combination thereof . 

9. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein at 
least one adapter of said plurality of adapters is adapted for a connector and port 
selected from the group consisting of: a single-mode connector and apparatus port, 
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and/or at l e ast on e adapt e r i s adapt e d for a multi-mode connector and apparatus port 
and a combination thereof . 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein: 
at least one of th esaid plurality of adapters is provided with such a said locking 

device, and 

toe s a id support plate i s provid e d for simultaneously ad j ust i ng th e activates each 
said locking device s of a ll of its adapters betw ee n a l ock i ng stat o and a 
r ele asing stat e. 

12. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein: 
eae frsajd locking device compr i ses includes at least one catching member mounted 

aUheon one of said plurality of adapters and movable between a locking 

position and a release position, 
in th o l ock i ng posit i on th e said catching member embraces a pin of th esaid 

apparatus port when in said locking position , and 
in th e r e l e as e pos i t i on th e said catching member releases the said pin when in said 

release position . 

13. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 12, wherein 
the said locking device compr i ses a r e l e as e and/or l ock i ng m e chan i sm adapt e d for 
prov i d i ng is activated bv said member of said support plate to move said catching 
member from t h esaid release position and/or th e to said locking position , and wherein 
said locking device is de-activated by said member of said support plate to move said 
catching member from said locking position to said release position by activating th e 
r olo as o and/or l ocking mechan i sm, and/or th o l ock i ng d e vic e i s adapt e d for provid i ng 
th o r o l o as e pos i tion and/or th e l ock i ng posit i on passive l y by plugg i ng the conn e cting 
d o vic o or by pu l l i ng th o connect i ng d e vic e , respect i ve l y . 
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14. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein 
th eat least one of said plurality of adapters is provid e d for receiv i ng receives at least 
one bare fiber. 

15. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1 , wherein_sajd 
connector is coupled to an optical fiber, th eand wherein said support plate is prov i d e d 
with includes a receptacle adapted for mounting a cable channel r e c ei v i ng, protect i ng 
and auidina that receives, protects and guides tho f i b e rs said optical fiber of eae hsaid 
connecting device. 

16. (Currently amended) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein: 
each adapter of said plurality of adapters is movablv mounted on said support 

plate relative to thesajd support plate and parallel to thea plugging direction 

movably mounted at the support plate x 
thesajd support plat e compr i ses member is at least one actuating member co- 
operating with at least one catching member of thesajd adapter, 
a plug in movement of th esajd support plate pushes thesajd at least one actuating 

member for urg i ng th e to urge said respective at least one catching member 

into ttsa locking position, and 
a plug off movement of thesajd support plate pulls the said at least one actuating 

member for roloas i ng to release th esaid at least one respective catching 

member into ttsa release position. 

17. (Currently amended) A system , in part i cu l ar a s i gna l proc e ss i ng system, 
comprising; 

at least one apparatus comprising having a plurality of apparatus ports for receiving 

and/or sending optical signals 7 : 
a plurality of opt i ca l f i bers oach bo i ng coupled to a connectors^ 
at least one connecting device adapted for providing optical connections between 
at least two of said plurality of apparatus ports and at least two of said 
plurality of connectors, wherein th esaid connecting device compris e s includes 
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a support plate supporting at le ast two a plurality of adapters, and wherein 
each of said plurality of adapters oompr i s e s includes an adapter contact 
adapt e d for providing a connection with one of the said plurality of apparatus 
ports, and a connector contact adapted for providing a connection with one of 
said plurality of connectors ; and 
a locking device for maintaining a fixed position between said plurality of adapters 
and said plurality of ports, wherein said support plate includes a member that 
interfaces with said locking device to activate said locking device . 

18. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 17, wherein all of said 
plurality of apparatus ports assigned to the same connecting device are arranged in a 
straight line. 

19. (Currently amended) A system for mounting a connecting device, wherein said 
connecting device adapt e d for provid i ng provides an optical connection between an 
apparatus compris i ng having a plurality of apparatus ports for receiving and/or sending 
optical signals, and at le ast on e opt i ca l f i b e r b ei ng coupl e d to a connector, wherein 
tbesajd connecting device compr i s e s includes a support plate supporting at le ast two a 
plurality of adapters, wherein each adapter compris e s includes an adapter contact 
a dapt e d for providing a connection with one of the said plurality of apparatus ports and a 
connector contact adapt e d for providing a connection with the said connector, wherein 
said connecting device includes a locking device for maintaining a fixed position 
between said plurality of adapters and said plurality of ports, and wherein said support 
plate includes a member that interfaces with said locking device to activate said locking 
device, said system comprising components selected from the group consisting of : 

at least two types of support plates selected from the group consisting of: support 
plates adapted for different types of adapters, aftd/e fsupport plates adapted 
for different numbers of adapters, and/ef a combination thereof, 

at least two types of adapters selected from the group consisting of: adapters 
adapted for different connectors^ afid/of adapters adapted for different 
apparatus ports , and a combination thereof, and 
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a combination thereof. 


20. (New) The connecting device according to claim 12, wherein said locking 
device is passively activated to said locking position by plugging-in said connecting 
device, and wherein said locking device is passively de-activated to said release 
position by pulling said connecting device. 

21. (New) The connecting device according to claim 1, wherein said member also 
interfaces with said locking device to de-activate said locking device. 
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